
 
 

For release on June 5, 2023: 

 

Celebrate Alaska Invasive Species Awareness Week 
The Alaska Invasive Species Partnership (AKISP) invites all Alaskans and visitors to celebrate 
Alaska Invasive Species Awareness Week on June 11th-17th, 2023. This week is designated by 
an Executive Proclamation issued by Governor Dunleavy and celebrates the work that is being 
done to keep Alaska wild and free of invasive species. 

An invasive species is any living thing that is not native to a particular place and causes harm to 
the environment, economy, and/or human health in the place it has been introduced to. 
Despite its remote location, Alaska is confronted by a growing number of terrestrial and aquatic 
invasive species. Early detection and rapid response are critical tools for preventing spread and 
negative impacts of invasive species in Alaska. Collaborative efforts are currently underway at 
the Alcan Port of Entry to minimize the risk of aquatic invasive species being introduced to 
Alaska waters via transportation of watercraft from infested water bodies in the lower 48 and 
Canada. Last summer at the watercraft inspection and decontamination station operated by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 50% of the vessels inspected had previously launched in 
water bodies outside of Alaska known to be infested with zebra or quagga (also known as 
dreissenid) mussels. To date, dreissenid mussels have not been detected in Alaska, which is 
great because they are extremely detrimental ecologically and economically in states and 
provinces where they are established. In the Great Lakes region alone, zebra mussels have 
caused $300-$500 million in damages to power plants and water systems. 

Invasive species are constantly on the move and coordinated survey efforts are necessary to 
monitor for new threats. The most recent invader to Alaska is European green crab (EGC), first 
detected in Annette Islands Reserve by staff from Metlakatla Indian Community and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in July 2022. EGC is known worldwide as a notorious 
marine invasive species because it can feed on mussels, oysters, clams, native crabs, and 
juvenile salmon. EGC destroys nearshore habitats that are important to native marine species. 
Metlakatla Indian Community is engaged in reducing EGC populations and has collaborated 



with other AKISP partners to provide training for new monitors. Community-based early 
detection monitoring efforts are ongoing across coastal Alaska to detect new invasions and 
raise awareness to prevent EGC from becoming established and spreading further. 

During Alaska Invasive Species Awareness week, the AKISP will be promoting popular 
nationwide educational campaigns, including: “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers! Clean Drain Dry”, 
“PlayCleanGo”, “Buy It Where You Burn It”, and “Don’t Let It Loose”. These messages are 
relevant to both Alaskans and visitors to the state. 

In addition to these awareness campaigns, the AKISP will be highlighting invasive species 
reporting tools. Anybody in Alaska can report an invasive species by calling 1-877-INVASIV (468-
2748) or by using the Alaska Department of Fish and Game Online Reporter. There are a 
number of invasive species identification and reporting apps available as well, such as the 
Alaska Invasives ID app. 

The AKISP partner agencies and organizations will be hosting local events during Alaska Invasive 
Species Awareness Week to help raise awareness and encourage the public to report invasive 
species. The AKISP will be promoting these local events while conducting a week-long social 
media campaign in an effort to share awareness messages both online and in communities 
across the state. 

You can find more information by following the AKISP Facebook Page, by signing up for the 
AKISP listserv, or by visiting the AKISP website. You can continue to stay engaged with invasive 
species topics by attending the statewide Alaska Invasive Species Workshop in Sitka on Nov. 
7th-9th, 2023. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Alaska Invasive Species Partnership is an informal group of individuals representing 
agencies and organizations statewide. Anyone may participate. The goal of the AKISP is to 
heighten awareness of the problems associated with non-native invasive species and to bring 
about greater statewide coordination, cooperation, and action to halt the introduction and 
spread of invasive species. 

Members of the Alaska Invasive Species Partnership available for interviews: 

Tammy Davis, Alaska Department of Fish & Game: Aquatic invasive species and European green 
crab 

- Email: tammy.davis@alaska.gov 
- Phone: 907-465-6183 

Genelle Winter, Metlakatla Indian Community: European green crab 

- Email: genelle.winter@gmail.com 
- Phone: 907-886-1560 

https://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/aboutus/
https://playcleango.org/
https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/
https://www.dontletitloose.com/
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=invasivespeciesreporter.main
https://apps.bugwood.org/apps/alaska/
https://www.facebook.com/AlaskaInvasives/
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/invasives/akisp/
https://alaskainvasives.org/
https://alaskainvasives.org/?page_id=134
mailto:tammy.davis@alaska.gov
mailto:genelle.winter@gmail.com


Mike Buntjer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Watercraft inspection and decontamination station 

- Email: michael_buntjer@fws.gov 
- Phone: 907-786-3559 

 

Contacts for this press release: 

Gooseberry Peter, AKISP Outreach & Education Committee Co-Chair 

- Email: gpeter3@alaska.edu 

Maura Schumacher, AKISP Outreach & Education Committee Co-Chair 

- Email: maura@kenaiwatershed.org 
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 2023 Alaska Invasive Species Week Executive Proclamation, Signed by the Governor. 



 

AKISP Awareness Week Announcement. Photo credit: USFWS (top), Michelle Michaud (bottom) 
 



 

Zebra mussel fouled propeller from Lake Mead, Arizona. Photo credit: NPS. 
 



 
Invasive green crab carapace and crab molt. Photo credit: Linda Shaw/NOAA. 
 



 

Location of reported last state of vessel use at watercraft inspection station at Alcan Port of Entry in 2022. Map 
credit: Mike Buntjer/USFWS. 
 
 

 


